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By conducting some experimental research, we had examined whether anger at 
the violation of a moral standard is moral outrage (anger provoked by the perception 
of violation of a moral standard per se) or personal anger (anger provoked by the 
perception of harm to self or one’s group member). It has been revealed that anger 
at the violation of a moral standard is provoked only by harm to self or one’s 
group member and is not based on morality. It suggests that personal anger is 
more common. However, assuming that a methodological factor (i.e., justifiability 
of harm) limits the interpretation of our findings, we addressed the limitation. In a 
role-playing study, Japanese participants were presented with a scenario depicting 
a protagonist who was denied permission to interview for a job. The participants 
were asked to report their corresponding anger. We manipulated the type of victim 
(stranger vs. self) and the justification for denying permission to interview for the 
job (justified vs. unjustified). Participants reported more anger only when they were 
the person denied, regardless of whether the reason for denial was justifiable. The 
results indicate that the reported anger was personal. We discussed why moral 
outrage was not elicited.
30
